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dado, or as decorations for the framework of doors and -win- 
dows, or for friezes, coves and ceilings. It will not become 
warped, and it is more durable than wood. It offers an impen- 
etrable resistance to moisture. Being a solid relief, it will not 
flatten down like papier mache, and once affixed to the wall is 
capable of receiving any kind of extra ornamentation. Its 
warm and comfortable surface makes it peculiarly suitable for 
interior decoration. 

The wall-paper factory of the firm, which is located at Nos. 
432-436 East Seventy-first street, New York, is thoroughly equip- 
ped with the most improved machinery for the manufacture of 
either of wall-paper or Patent Solid Relief. The premises are 
spacious and commodious, and the facilities possessed for design- 
ing and perfecting the useful and artistic productions manufac- 
tured are unequaled. The firm is noted for intelligent enter- 
prise, unremitting energy, and keen perception of public appre- 
ciation, in wall hangings. 



THE BIRGE WALL DECORATIONS. 

MESSRS. M. H. BIRGE & SONS have favored us with a copy 
of their Wall-Paper Catalogue, illustrating some of the 
many beautiful patterns prepared by them for the present 
seasop. We are reminded by the 
catalogue that their wall paper 
business was established in 1834, 
and the result of their sixty yearB' 
business has given the firm an 
international reputation for wall- 
paper decorations of the highest 
merit. 

The wall-papers of this enter- 
prising concern are characterized 
by a peculiar excellence. They are 
the best that artistic taste as well 
as a thorough knowledge of the 
trade can produce, and it is not 
too much to say that in origin- 
ality of design, novelty of execu- 
tion and diversity of methods of 
printing and embossing, the Birge 
wall-papers realize perfection. 

Every pattern produced is a 
trade mark and sign manual of 
Birge excellence. Their designs 
are based on the fundamental 
principles of fitness and beauty 
and the firm has created fashions 
in wall-paper that have received 
the honor of almost universal 
imitation. All are delightful mani- 
festations of designing skill, and 
even their cheapest papers are 
calculated to give even the 
humblest household the grace of 
beauty. Their wall-papers possess 
warmth, softness, brilliancy, re- 
freshment, and a caressing grace, 
all ideal qualities that can be 
purchased at an extremely low 
price. 

The business was established 
by the senior member of the firm 
at Buffalo in 1834, and October 
16th next the 60th anniversary of 
the business will be celebrated, 
ufactured by the firm was 




Hall Decorated with the Birge Papers. 



The first wall-paper man- 
made in sections or different 
sheets pasted together to form a roll, as it was impossible at 
that early date to get papers made in a continuous roll. The 
patterns, in the majority of cases, particularly with all the finer 
goods, were stencilled on the paper. The firm has now in 
its possession some beautiful specimens of work made about this 
time. The sale of paper-hangings at that early date was 
limited, as they were regarded as an unusual novelty. As time 
went on, mechanical ingenuity developed the wall-paper printing 
machine, which simultaneously decorates a continuous roll of 
paper, with a dozen or more colors, and on this skillful use of 
machinery, combined with a high degree of merit in the goods 



produced, is based the flourishing business of the firm at the 
present time. 

Within the last year the extension of the firm's business has 
been so great as to necessitate the building of a new factory as 
an addition to their former plant. The new factory is a brick 
building, measuring 60x265; the printing machines are all new, 
having been built expressly for the firm, and are set up with 
the most modern arrangement of drying racks, so that they can 
be run at high speed. This plant is especially designed for the 
production of the lower-priced papers. Up to the time of the 
formation of the Wall-paper Company, M. H. Birge & Sons did 
not manufacture any of the cheaper grades, but the competition 
of the National Company compelled them to go into the man- 
ufacture of cheaper goods to hold their trade. 

The united buildings comprising their present factory cover 
over three acres of ground, which gives them the largest capacity 
for the production of paper hangings. They are two distinct 
factories, each entirely independent of the other. The old plant, 
which has made their reputation for fine goods, is continued just 
as it has been in the past, with the same corps of colorists and 
artists, and the new factory for cheap goods is organized with 
an entirely distinct corps, so that the papers made therein will 
be distinct in pattern and coloring from the papers made in the 
old factory. The new plant, ever since its completion in Janu- 
ary, has been running fourteen 
hours a day. An idea of its 
capacity is possibly best expressed 
by the statement that the pro- 
duction of the factory has aver- 
aged twenty- four tons of finished 
wall paper every ten hours. Yet, 
in spite of all this increased ca- 
pacity, the firm has been unable 
to fill orders as promptly as they 
desired, and as soon as this sea- 
son's business is over they will 
commence the building of further 
additions, setting up additional 
machinery. The changes con- 
templated will give a capacity of 
about three-quarters of a million 
rolls of paper every week. When 
it is understood that the total 
consumption of wall-paper in the 
United States for the past season 
is estimated at one hundred mil- 
lion rolls, the capacity of the 
Birge factory, as compared to the 
total amount of wall-paper sold, 
is something enormous. 

We reproduce three of the 
plates in the catalogue, which 
will give our readers an idea of 
the effects that can be produced 
by the use of the Birge paper 
hangings, whose present collection 
is the largest that they have ever 
offered to the trade. 

One of these shows a hall 
treatment, whose appropriate wall 
decoration, either in colored 
stamped papers, with or without 
bronze, or in the Birge special 
leather effects, or in Birge process 
bronzes, would certainly render 
such an apartment imposing and 
restful, by reason of the grandeur of the effect produced. 

The illustration of a dining-room shows the wall surface 
decorated with a floral design heraldically treated in a paper of 
marvelous perfection of workmanship and finish. The third 
illustration is evidently a reproduction of a young lady's bed- 
room, the paper having a striped ground, on which are care- 
lessly thrown bouquets of flowers. The frieze is a beautiful 
floral tracery, and wall-paper, frieze, and ceiling are made to 
match in form and color. 



PALA.OES on wheels are the new Wagner cars of the great 
through trains of the New York Central. 



35 



